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FROM THE EDITOR

Summer is here and the events are heating up! I am so looking forward to going to Tulsa, since we have never gotten to go before!

 Right now we are getting ready to go to Galveston, and for the first time since we have owned it we are taking the Mustang Convertible! Usually we take the truck with a camper behind it, but reservations were not to be had for the camping area, so the camper is staying behind and the Mustang is going instead. Naturally I treated it to a couple fresh coats of Zaino to look good and protect, and Chad insisted on swapping his new rims on to it, so we are looking good for Memorial Day weekend!

If you check the internet, our website is now accessable by using the old address www.mustangseasttexas.com as well as www.mustangsofeasttexas.org. 

Last meeting we had a great cruise afterward, 14 cars I counted, including 3 new T-birds, a 63 Fairlane and a 65 Sunbeam Tiger. Heads were turning, this was our first cruise of the year with more to come. Come join us this Tuesday night and lets do it again!

Thanks go out to Richard Lingle for his story about the Boss 302. Richard recently sold his Boss 302 and now has a 2004 Mach 1, Competition Orange, of course! We don’t get to see Richard very often as he lives out of town but he stays in touch. He also contributed a picture of his trunk for the Trunk Gripper article, he was really impressed with the Trunk Gripper. We are too, Chad got the prototype because Craig Chesley borrowed Chad’s stock trunk mat to measure for the late model trunk mat, if you know Chad very well the flames are a perfect match for him, he draws flames on everything. I have got to get one for my trunk, I still run a Fender Gripper in mine.

By the way, Richard’s Competition Orange ’04 Mach 1 is the May 2004 Mach of the Month on the Mach 1 website www.mach-1.org. Way to go! Mustangs of East Texas members pop up all over, you never know where you will see one of our member’s cars. Maybe yours is next.
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Richard Lingle’s 04 Mach 1 

-Harold Phillips, editor

FATHER’S DAY EXHIBIT

I got a call from John Branham at Atria-Willow Park. They are a Nursing Home/Assistive Living located on Old Jacksonville Hwy behind Home Depot. They are having a BBQ on Saturday, June 19, the day before Father’s Day. He would like for us to come and bring some Mustangs to put on display. I told him I would try and round up as many as I can. We will display from 10:00-12:00 and we get free BBQ. If you would like more info call John at 903-561-4302.

-Harold Phillips

SUPER PIT CREW CAR SHOWS

The Super Pit Crew at 2650 WSW Loop 323 in Tyler is holding a Car / Truck / Motorcycle Show in their parking lot EVERY first Saturday of the month from April through October. The Show is from 12–4, Registration is 12-1 and voting from 1-2. Awards are from 3:30-4:00 PM. There are 27 classes, 1st  and  2nd Place awards in each class, Manager’s Pick, and Best of Show. Registration is $10. For more info contact Christy Fritts at 469-366-4350 or 214-683-2688, www.carsroadshow.com. 

BOSS 302 LIKES TO FART SPARKS

 I spent the summer of 1971 earning my rookie road-racing license in Canada. I was driving a nearly stock 1970 Mustang Boss 302 and felt confident I was the next George Follmer. Turn Two at Mosport Park in Ontario is a blind double-apex left-hander that so unweights the car that the pavement feels off-camber. (It isn’t.) My instructor, Craig Fisher, said to me: “You’re hitting the first apex but rarely the second. Why?”

“I’m making so many steering corrections per lap,” I replied, “that I’ve elected to ration myself to one apex per turn.”

In the race, naturally, I spun the Mustang in Turn Two, at not much below 100 mph. The car burst through an advertising billboard held up by three telephone poles. The left-front wheel was torn free. The sign had originally said, “Have a Coke.” When I got done with it, it said, “Have a.”

I owned that yellow Boss 302 for four years. No car before or since has supplied more fun, although half of my adventures were the unintended residue of teenage judgment. I raced it at road courses across the Midwest. I raced it on Woodward Avenue in Detroit against a primer black Chevy Nova that, at launch, pulled both front tires off the ground. I joined the Central Ohio Mustang Club and raced it on a banked stock-car oval called Powell Speedway. I won enough gymkhanas to get invited to a Ford-sponsored national shootout at the Dearborn proving ground, where I turned the fastest lap and won my class. My reward was a banquet seat between Boss 302 stylist Larry Shinoda and Jacque Passino, the head of Ford’s performance division. I remember being speechless. Until then, the most famous person I’d ever met was the founder of the Burger Boy Food-O-Rama.

Last month, I stumbled upon a publication called The Boss 302 Registry. It’s the creation of Randy Ream, 48, of Lebanon, Pennsylvania, an affable guy with a flattop that makes him look like a drill instructor. To date, Ream has tracked down 3308 of the 9641 Boss 302s assembled in ’69 and ’70. He’s found cars as far away as Japan. If you own a Boss, e-mail its VIN to boss302reg@aol.com and Ream can even help you obtain your car’s factory invoice. Brace yourself for some cruel truths, however. Your car may originally have been Medium Lime Metallic with dog-dish hubcaps.

For 10 years, Ream has owned a Calypso Coral ’69 Boxx 302 with 47,000 miles. It still has the original Autolite rev limiter, the factory-installed 780cfm Holley carb, even Ford’s smog-reducing air pump. It’s worth $30,000 to $40,000. Concours winners fetch an extra 10 grand.

When the Boss was new, Ford claimed it produced 290 horsepower. The NHRA scoffed at this, immediately factoring it at 330. All I know is that at National Trail Raceway outside Columbus, I once belted my boss through the lights in 13.8 seconds at 103 mph, making it slightly quicker than an ’03 305-hp Mustang Mach 1 (C/D, December 2002). The big difference, though, is that I had to launch my car on Goodyear Polyglas F60/15s, which were about as hard as Carborundum cue balls.
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Richard Lingle’s Boss 302

I can’t explain why – maybe it’s those huge pushrods and solid lifters – but no car sounds exactly like a Boss 302. There’s an angry metallic ping-da-da-ping-DING that tinkles like BBs bouncing inside an empty Folgers can. To say the idle is lumpy is to insult canned gravy. Every second or so, this V8 cycles through a kind of military snare-drum paradiddle, with the accent perversely on the third beat. Even the windshield wipers shake. I remember having to adjust the manual choke about six times after each cold startup or my car wouldn’t idle at all. An average Boss 302 warm-up lasted 20 minutes, during which any overly zealous stab of the throttle would dump about a quart too much fuel through those 2.24-inch intake valves, and the engine would burp, spit, and heave. Cold starts commonly induced piston-skirt cracks, a major cause of Boss 302   infant mortality.

Ream let me drive his car, my goal all along, of course. I’d forgotten how awful the seats are – bouncy cushions, zero side support. The two-spoke steering wheel is skinny, cold, and slippery. And the steering itself, which Ream assures is original in feel, is a kind of high-court summation of every trait known to stand in the way of accurate course corrections. At top dead center, there’s three inches of slop, where nothing at all happens. Then comes turn-in so abrupt it could cause you to spin this car in the office parking lot. And that’s followed by as much overall vagueness as afflicted me during my first two weeks of high-school algebra. Plus, this is manual steering. Under 5 mph, the effort is so high that you place both hands on one spoke and push down with force sufficient to leverage one butt cheek right off the vinyl seat cushion.

I am a person occasionally given to exaggeration. This is not one of those times.

The clutch is too heavy to depress for much more than three seconds. The inside rear wheel wants to spin during most 90-degree turns. And the shocks are so slow to settle that they feel about two beats behind any earnest steering inputs, which were ill-advised to begin with. I’m surprised I didn’t crash my car on Turn Two every lap.

Full Throttle in a straight line is fun. The Boss lurches off the line, then heads for the ditch. It’s deafening inside. Both tires yowl as you bang into second gear, and the nose lifts, flinches, and quivers at every 6000-rpm upshift. It’s vicious, really, as violent as a foundry explosion. Did I mention that you can’t hear the $8 radio but you can hear the gear whine for a city block?

None of which makes the car less fun. Truth is, the Boss 302 was more a race car than a street car, which explains why mine ate a clutch and a set of head gaskets quarterly. I had to adjust the valve lash monthly. The front brake pads burned to cinders six lape into any road race. I had the engine apart so many times that I can still recite its firing order.

After a race at Nelson Ledges, a corner worker walked up to me and said, “Damn, boy, you car just farts sparks.” I told Shinoda that, before he died in 1997.

“Perfect,” Larry said.

-John Phillips, June 2004, sent in by Richard Lingle

TRUNK GRIPPER BY SSNAKE-OYL

Many of you are familiar with the Fender Gripper that Ssnake-Oyl Products produces. It is a unique product used as a fender cover that tools will not slide off and it comes with any number of logos screen printed on it. Many of our club members have one in their trunk because things don’t slide around on it and it just looks cool.

Snake-Oyl has just introduced a new product, made from the same material as the Fender Gripper, called the Trunk Gripper! Several sizes are already available for the late models and some early model Mustangs are available also. Check them out on the web at www.ssnake-oyl.com or talk to Craig Chesley.
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Chad Phillips 98 GT
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Richard Lingle 04 Mach 1

The Ford and Mustang Logos are officially licensed by Ford Motor Company and will look great in any Mustang trunk. Ssnake-Oyl Products is located at 114 N. Glenwood in Tyler.

-Harold Phillips

MONTHLY CLUB MEETINGS

Our monthly club meetings are held on the first Tuesday of each month at Traditions on South Broadway, Tyler, just down the street from Lowe’s and Best Buy on the other side of Broadway. The meetings are open to all club members, friends, family, and other interested parties. If you have not been attending meetings, you owe it to yourself to come and join us. This is the place to come for help with your Mustang or to suggest and help us plan club events. If the weather is good we like to cruise up Broadway and back down to the parking lot at Broadway and Rice Rd. If you are unable to make the meeting and have something of importance, please call one of the club officers listed on the back of this newsletter.
OUR NEXT MEETING IS SET FOR TUESDAY, JUNE 1, 2004. COME AT 6:30 TO EAT, THE MEETING STARTS AT 7:00 PM. BRING YOUR MUSTANG AND CRUISE WITH US!

MUSTANGS OF EAST TEXAS

Minutes of May 4, 2004 Meeting

President Dan Hardiman opened the meeting at 7:00 PM at Traditions Restaurant in Tyler by stating that we would have a short meeting and then view the race video from Nashville. Eddy Franks asked if we were finished and everyone got a good laugh from that. Since there was no business to discuss, we adjourned at 7:10 as Jerry Christopherson was entering the room. He looked surprised when we all got up to leave! The “Executive Suite” of Traditions was a great place to watch the video. Danny Alexander gave a few explanatory comments as we enjoyed watching the Mustangs racing around the track. When the tape ended, we went to the parking lot, revved the motors and cruised Broadway. We made quite a spectacle and of course everyone behaved, especially when we saw the police cruiser.

Our next meeting will be June 8. 

-Lu Wegmet, Secretary

[image: image7.wmf]I would like to wish the following people a happy birthday for the month of June:

1      Ira Groom

10 Lori Stroup

17 Tonya Robedeau

21 Ron Duncan

23      Wayne Speir

25      JoAnna Nelson

28 Jim Haigler

Phil Smith

COMING EVENTS

Tulsa, OK – Jun 10-13, 2004, the 30th annual Mid America Ford Performance and Shelby Meet, sponsored by the Oklahoma Region of the SAAC,  host hotel Marriott Southern Hills, 71st and Lewis in Tulsa, contact info@midamericafordmeet.com.

Tulsa, OK – Jun 10-13, 2004, the 2004 International Tulsa Route 66 Festival, sponsored by the National Historic Route 66 Federation, in Tulsa’s historic Brady Village,  www.tulsa66festival.com, for info e-mail info@tulsa66festival.com.

Austin, TX – Aug 7, 2004, the 24th annual MOCA Mustang Roundup, sponsored by the Mustang Owners Club of Austin, at Great Hills Baptist Church, 10500 Jollyville Rd, Austin, for more info see www.mocatx.com or to register e-mail roundup04-info@yahoo.com.

Fort Worth, TX – Aug 14-15, 2004, the 15th annual Yellow Rose Classic Southwest All Fords Nationals, sponsored by North Texas Mustang Club, at Amon G. Carter, Jr. Exhibit Hall, for info or registration form call 817-595-6900 or visit their website www.ntmconline.org/yellowrose.

Lindale, TX – Aug 28, 2004, the Crossroads Classic Car Show in downtown Lindale, proceeds benefit the operating budget of the Lindale Library. $15 pre-registration until Aug 20, $20 at the gate. 10 AM to 3 PM, judging ends at 11 AM. Contact Crossroads Classic Car Show, PO Box 1042, Lindale, TX 75771 or e-mail Crossroadsclassic@cox-internet.com for questions.

Rosanky, TX – Sep 9-11, 2004, the 7th annual Rosanky Swap Meet, Car Corral & Car Show, sponsored by the Central Texas Museum of Automotive History, Fastest growing meet in USA, over 300 acre site, for more info call Bo or Susan Franks at 512-360-3562 or e-mail frankspromotions@ccms.net.

Fort Worth, TX – Oct 29-30, 2004, the 27th annual Shelby Texas Nationals Performance Driving School & Car Show, sponsored by the Shelby Cobra Association of Texas, at Texas Motor Speedway, for info contact Don Arnold at 817-341-1888 or e-mail nationals@scattracks.org.

CLASSIFIEDS

The ads below are placed free of charge to all members of Mustangs of East Texas. These ads can be items for sale or items you wish to purchase, or ads for assistance or services. All ads will run for two months unless otherwise noted. If you would like to place and ad, please call Harold Phillips at 903-509-8212, or 903-714-9677 cellular before the 20th of each month for ads to be included in the next month’s newsletter. Or you can write to me at: Harold Phillips, 729 Joel Dr, Tyler, TX 75703 or email haroldbob@hotmail.com.

FOR SALE:  1968 Mustang GT, 289 High Performance, American racing rims, B&M shifter, MSD Ignition & Distributor, Yellow, call 903-565-4381 home or 903-372-4874 cellular (try first)

FOR SALE:  2002 Ford Thunderbird, 6900 miles w/1 year left on factory warranty. Color is Inspiration Yellow, a 2002 color only, black leather interior. Blue Book retail $29,000, trade-in $25,275, loan value $22,900. If interested you tell me what you are willing to pay. Al Jones 903-288-5163.

FOR SALE: 1996 Mystic Cobra (#1828 of 2000 produced), 25K miles, excellent condition, all original except K&N filter, $18,500. Terry Hawkins 903-566-5665 or e-mail firehawk@cox-internet.com. 

FOR SALE: 1962 Thunderbird Coupe, white, 17,300 miles, has never been outside at night, listed on ebay, Bill Storment, Amarillo, TX 806-359-4829 or e-mail billsts2003@yahoo.com. 

FOR SALE: 1973 Ford Ranchero, 400 CID, Auto, PS, PB, tan with white top, new tires, brakes, battery, front end, 70K actual miles, 2nd owner, needs paint, restoration, $2500, call Orville Smith 903-342-5634 or 903-725-6638.

FOR SALE: 1964 Ford Fairlane 4 dr hardtop, 6 cyl, 3 spd,  all original with A/C, major maintenance was rebuilt front end as needed in 2000, good conditon, clear title & numbers match, kept maintenance records and collected receipts of parts, owned for 20 years. Dent on driver’s side rear, mileage calculated about 140,000, inspected and license tagged till 2004, runs good, driven daily, dependable car. Without A/C $950 or with A/C add 800. If want it w/o A/C I will pull out the A/C and install in another Fairlane. Contact James Hutchins e-mail jhutchins@sbcglobal.net.

FOR SALE: 4 Factory 17 X 8 Ford wheels from a 98 GT, Nice, $400, Original cast iron 4 bbl intake for 289, C6  cast number, nice $100, 65 instrument cluster with new   repro bezel & lens $40 Harold Phillips 903-714-9677 cell or e-mail haroldbob@hotmail.com.

WANTED: High back bucket seats for 69-70 Mach 1, if someone has 1 or 2, color doesn’t matter, would like the seat tracks. Call Mitch Ardoin 903-566-6468 or e-mail Ardoin2@aol.com.

2004 MUSTANGS OF EAST TEXAS OFFICERS

President – Dan Hardiman                    903-839-3956

Vice President – David Hartsell             903-597-3896

Secretary – Lu Wegmet                        903-586-5114

Treasurer – Donna Alexander, CPA        904-509-4680 

Newsletter Editor – Harold Phillips       903-509-8212

DIRECTORS

Mitch Ardoin                                          903-566-6468

Robert Owens                                        903-565-0078

John Pritchard                                        903-592-8267

Mike Stroup                                           936-462-7266

Jim Voit                                                 903-581-9515
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