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FROM THE EDITOR

July is here and it is getting HOTTER!! But summertime brings all kind of cool things for Mustangers to do. Chad and I had a great trip to the Oklahoma Route 66 Cruise and Car Show, with Chad bring home a trophy for his black ’02 Hardtop. 

Lu Wegmet is back at the keyboard bring us another of her great articles from the Ford Centennial Show in Dearborn. I haven’t gotten anything yet from those guys who went to Tulsa, maybe next newsletter, but I did get a surprise e-mail from our old friend Alan Ferry with an article about a show he attended. 

I want to send out thanks to Terry Jost, for referring me to Mike Yancy at Dent-Magic II. My orange 97 GT came home from WalMart with a big dent in the middle of the passenger door. It looked like a big door opened on it or a shopping cart. This was just before we left for cruise night (the second one) and I was just sick over it. I even left Chad there and went home for an hour and came back to get him. When I came back we saw Jennifer Jost and I told her about it. She told her dad and that weekend Terry called me and gave me Mike Yancy’s number. I got the car in on Tuesday morning and all the little dings came out as well as the big one! One nice thing about being in Mustangs of East Texas is that whatever happens to your car, someone in the club has been there before and can help out. 

Thanks also to Craig Chesley for the use of the lift in his shop, without which my 97 would still have a broken rear sway bar.

Coming up in August is the annual Yellow Rose Classic show in Fort Worth. This is an all inside show, air conditioned and always a great show. Several of our members have participated in the past. Details are in the Coming Events section. 

One more thing, if you need something placed in the newsletter for next month, please get it to me early. I have been selected to serve on a jury starting July 21 and expected to last 2 weeks or more.  If you need to contact me please call my cell phone 903-714-9677 or 

send me an e-mail. I plan to get the August newsletter ready much earlier since I don’t know what kind of time I will have at the end of the month!

Hope to see you at the meeting this Tuesday night!

-Harold Phillips, editor

CHAD TURNS FIFTEEN

Chad Phillips, my favorite (and only) son, will be 15 on July 9th.  For those of you who have not figured it out yet, Chad is a Mustanger through and through! I don’t know where he gets it from, do you? He is taking Driver’s Ed right now and will finish up on the 8th of July and will get his permit to drive (legally) with a licensed driver 18 or older. This is an exciting time for a kid his age and he can hardly wait! Of course, my status as 

“Chad’s driver” will change and I will become “Chad’s passenger” overnight.
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We bought a black ’02 Mustang hardtop back in October which will eventually be Chad’s car. He is learning about taking care of it properly, even though Jan drives it every day, and he’s getting pretty good at it. We drove it to Oklahoma for the Route 66 Cruise and Car Show last month. It rained there like it did here, and he and I washed that car at least 5 times on that trip. The last time paid off, though. He entered it in the Car Show on Sunday and brought home some extra hardware! Look out Car Show guys, he is hooked, and ready for his next trophy! 
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I promised Chad a picture of his car in the newsletter some day, so Chad, here it is! Happy Birthday!

- Harold Phillips, editor and proud dad

FORD CENTENNIAL CELEBRATION

Dearborn, Michigan, June 12-16

Wednesday evening we arrived at our motel, which was about a ten minute drive from the Dearborn Ford Headquarters and settled in. The next day was cool and rainy as we headed to Dearborn with our “Orange” parking pass. When we arrived at the orange lot, we were told the lot was too muddy and we would be assigned to another lot….in about an hour! We drove around a while and then were directed to our new parking area. Approximately 300 Detroit area yellow school buses were utilized to shuttle visitors from the various parking areas to the celebration grounds at the Ford complex. Riding the school bus, walking up to the front gate, passing through a metal detector and having bags searched each day became a routine.

The first thing on the Thursday afternoon agenda was the opening ceremony at 4:00. The schedule/passport we were mailed had no place listed. After asking volunteers, it became apparent no one knew for sure where it was to take place! We saw a group of slow moving cars and went in that direction. The reason it was moving so slowly was because Mr. Bill Ford himself was driving a 2004 F150 truck, talking to people and signing autographs. Behind him were three GT-40 cars – a red one, a white one, and a blue one. We followed this caravan, but somewhere along the way, Mr. Ford got out and when we found where the opening ceremony was (by this time, after 4:00) he was inside one of the Ford Racing tents concluding his talk. We were disappointed to miss the opening ceremony and the unorganized way things had started off. Plus we were wet and cold. We heard many complaints like ours, but hey, maybe they will have better organization for the next centennial celebration!

The event itself had a lot of good things going on. There were many nice displays and cars in the big white tents dotting the grounds. Jaguar, Volvo, Mazda, Aston Martin, Ford Racing, SVT, United Auto Workers and Ford Credit were some of the tent occupants.

Lincoln-Mercury, which was Edsel Ford’s main idea, had a large tent which housed a 1941 Lincoln Continental,  that reportedly was once owned by Rita Hayward and we had the opportunity to dress in vintage clothing and have our picture made by the car. Continuous playing old film footage was also entertaining. Also in this tent was a massage and oxygen bar. Seeing a short line (a rarity), Steve signed up for a massage and I took my turn at the Oxygen Bar.

Land Rover had a great outdoor activity. Three 4-wheel drive Land Rovers on a man made mountain area were kicking up the dirt. Wheels were spinning and the vehicles were leaning at precarious angles.

One tent was dedicated to the Wright Brothers and flight. A reproduction 1903 Wright Flyer was exhibited. This will be flown at the December 17th celebration in Kitty Hawk. Ford is a sponsor of this event.

We rode in a Model T around a small tour area. The driver/owner had driven this car from California with no trouble the entire trip except for a flat. He said it was a fun experience, but he was shipping the car for the return trip.

My favorite exhibit was the line up of cars from the year 1903 to the present. You walked up and down and around and there was a sign and car for each year. For 1964 was a Mustang, “America’s Original Pony Car” with a fascinating story. It started out as a prototype and then was recycled back to the Dearborn plant and became the first production Mustang Hardtop. Because of a shipping error, it ended up in the Yukon Territory for a while and then went through 14 owners. The car looks great and has a fully documented lifetime.

For the monster truck fans, there were trucks from the Big Foot line. At one display they had a swing hanging between the front tires. Also in this area was a tour bus from the fleet of Glacier National Park in Montana that Ford has helped to refurbish.

The grounds surrounding the celebration exhibits were filled with cars of all kinds. We spent a lot of time walking in these lots. There were many beautiful and unusual cars to admire. Yes, there were rows and rows of Mustangs there.

We rode the tram around when we got tired and just looked at all the activity on the celebration grounds. The souvenir tent almost always had a long line, but we finally made our way in to get some 100th anniversary commemorative items and some other goodies.

A concert by Blake Shelton and Toby Keith and then a huge fireworks display highlighted Sunday night. Even if you are not a country music fan, you probably know Toby from his Ford commercials. He put on a great show. The weather was “cold” to us Southerners.

At the end of each day, we got in the shuttle line and then waited for our bus to return us to the parking area. Then we got in our 1965 Ford Galaxy and headed back to our room to rest up for the next day.

We also toured the Henry Ford Estate, The Edsel Ford Estate and spent an entire day at the Henry Ford Museum. We did not get to tour the Ford Plant … found out only the first 5000 to sign up got this. (However, we did tour the Corvette manufacturing plant in Bowling Green, Kentucky on the way home.)

Another side trip was a cruise down Woodward Avenue on Saturday night. There are many stories about this “drag” and it is still making stories today. On the corner of Woodward and Thirteen Mile Road, an impromptu car show was happening. These were people like us just cruising and enjoying their cars.

It was a great treat to be part of the Ford’s 100th Celebration. I’ll be glad to show you pictures.

- Lu Wegmet, MOET member

THE WORLD FORD CHALLENGE

It’s been quite a while since I’ve tried to write a newsletter article.  I’ve been busy in Kansas City and haven’t been able to do all the Mustang activities I would have liked to.  But one of the things I did find time to fit into my schedule was a trip to St. Louis for the 6th Annual World Ford Challenge.  As far as Ford fans goes, this is one of the Granddaddies of all drag races.  It’s four full days of non-stop excitement and with prize money in excess of $150,000 it draws out the best of the best.

The drag strip in St. Louis actually sits on the Illinois side of the mighty Mississippi river.  It is a fairly new facility, which sits behind an oval NASCAR track.  I arrived early on Friday and stayed thru Saturday evening.  My only regret was that I missed the final rounds of competition.  The event is held every year in May.  May in the mid-west can be quite interesting.  The weather stayed in the 60’s the entire weekend with a few rain showers on Friday and cloud cover most of the weekend.  I don’t think anyone was complaining about the cool weather.

I don’t think I’ve ever seen so many late model Mustangs in one place.  And these weren’t just your average showroom ponies.  Most of them were posting E.T.s in the 12’s or better.  These were definitely some serious bow-tie eating machines.  It is amazing to see what can be done with a small block Ford whether it was a 5.0L pushrod or a 4.6L high-tech wonder.

And the fun didn’t end with the street crowd, there were quite a few of the really big boys in attendance.  There were over 20 Mustangs in the Pro-Mod class posting times well under 9 seconds and several in the 6-second range.  One of these 6-second bad boys was even running a 2.3L turbo four.  One was sporting a quite healthy 429 Boss engine and there were one or two other big blocks squeezed in, but for the most part these guys were running small block V-8s.

And for us older fans who still like to see the old stuff there were more than enough FE’s and other big cube Ford engines to gape at.  The vintage iron would make your head spin.  I found watching the 15 to 20 something crowd quite amusing.  At the start of the 30 mile street cruise that the street class was required to make, I found myself standing in the middle of the walk-bridge over the staging lanes watching the cars parade past.  There were two teens wearing 5.0 tee-shirts there with me.  One looked at the other and asked what kind of car that was passing below us.  The other commented that he wasn’t sure but he thought it might be a Torino.  You know you’re getting old when race fans no longer recognize a ’76 Torino Sport.

There were over 150 big name venders set up selling anything and everything to make your quarter mile warrior just that much faster.  If you haven’t laid your eyes on some of these goodies in a while, it is definitely a real treat.  Of course it can also lighten your wallet considerably.  And since this was a Ford sponsored event, Ford was there in force showing off.  They even had an 8 second Ford Focus station wagon they were campaigning.  Now I know what you’re thinking so I had to go over and check it out.  It was running the same 4-banger that it had been built with, they had just remounted it so it would put power to those really wide rear wheels it was sporting and bolted on a couple of turbochargers.  There wasn’t much left of the inside and I would have loved to see just where it tipped the scales.  But boy was it fast.

Now I’ve been to some of the Fun Ford weekends, and other big events, but I tell you this one is hard to beat.  If you like high octane and you like watching things go in a straight line, this is a must.  So set your calendars for next May and I’ll see you in St. Louis. 

- Alan Ferry, former MOET newsletter editor

NEW CRISIS CENTER RAFFLE CAR
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Tyler Ford is donating a 1965 Mustang Coupe to the East Texas Crisis Center.  It is a 2 owner, white on white with 289, automatic and air conditioning. They have rebuilt the motor and tranny and have freshly painted it. Some lucky person will get to drive away in this beautiful Stang for the price of a $5 Raffle Ticket and the East Texas Crisis Center will raise money to help East Texans in need of their services.

No word yet on when tickets go on sale, but I will try and get that information to post before the next newsletter. Last year we didn’t get tickets until later in 

the season so MOET did not get to help sell a lot of tickets. Maybe this year we can get a jump on ticket sales and help out more.

MONTHLY CLUB MEETINGS

                                                                                                                  Our monthly club meetings are held on the first Tuesday of each month at Traditions on South Broadway, Tyler, just down the street from Lowe’s and Best Buy on the other side of Broadway. The meetings are open to all club members, friends, family, and other interested parties. This is the place to come for help with your Mustang or to suggest and help us plan club events. It you are unable to make the meeting and have something of importance, please call one of the club officers listed on the back of this newsletter.
OUR NEXT MEETING IS SET FOR TUESDAY, JULY 1, 2003. COME AT 6:30 TO EAT, THE MEETING STARTS AT 7:00 PM. WE WANT TO SEE YOU THERE!
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I would like to wish the following people a happy birthday for the month of July: 

9 Chad Phillips

17 Harold Phillips

21 Robert Henderson

23    Wayne Lowry

29 Sharlotte Bradley

Doyle Nelson

 30     John Pritchard

COMING EVENTS

San Angelo, TX – Jul 12, 2003, 15th annual Ford Mustang Roundup, sponsored by the San Angelo Ford Mustang Club at Jim Bass Ford, 2901 Sherwood Way. Contact Ken Barrows, 1806 Cove Rd, San Angelo, TX 76904, 915-944-4116, or e-mail bargt350@wcc.net. 

Austin, TX – Aug 2, 2003, 23rd annual Mustang & Ford Roundup, sponsored by Mustang Owners Club of Austin, at Great Hills Baptist Church, 10500 Jollyville Rd. Contact Todd Tatro, 250 Crystal Meadows Dr, Kyle, TX 78640, 512-515-5014 or e-mail toddt@detailmold.com. 

Fort Worth, TX – Aug 9-10, 2003, 14th annual Yellow Rose Classic Southwest All Ford Nationals, sponsored by the North Texas Mustang Club. Saturday 10 AM-10 PM, Sunday 10 AM-6 PM, Amon G. Carter, Jr. Exhibit Hall. For more information call 817-595-6900 or online at www.ntmconline.org/yellowrose.

Augusta, GA– Aug 29-31, 2003, Peach State Stampede

Grand National Mustang Show hosted by the Central Savannah River Area Mustang Club. Show site Augusta Richmond County Civic Center. For more information please contact Keith Hazelrigs 706-556-3755 or James Aldridge 706-854-9597

Arlington, TX- Sep 5-7, 2003, 36th annual Southwest Swap Meet at the Ballpark in Arlington, free parking and admission, 847-483-1283, cehiley@msn.com.

CLASSIFIEDS

The ads below are placed free of charge to all members of Mustangs of East Texas. These ads can be items for sale or items you wish to purchase, or ads for assistance or services. All ads will run for two months unless otherwise noted. If you would like to place and ad, please call Harold Phillips at 903-509-8212, or 903-714-9677 cellular or Craig Chesley at 903-561-3200 before the 20th of each month for ads to be included in the next month’s newsletter. Or you can write to me at: Harold Phillips, 729 Joel Dr, Tyler, TX 75703 or email haroldbob@hotmail.com.

FOR SALE: 408 Stroker Motor for Sale, built by Keith Craft Racing. Hasn’t been removed from the crate. Lost sponsorship and must sell, asking $11,500. or $10,800 without intake. Same motor now sells for $16,000 at Keith Craft Racing (ad in 5.0 Mustang Magazine). Contact Donny at 903-561-0999 8-4 M-F, 903-894-4202, e-mail donny@tyler.com.

FOR SALE: 1) Complete FE big block 3X2 intake with carbs, fuel log, progressive linkage, radiator overflow, aluminum plain-ribbed oval air cleaner and rear PVC plate with mesh filter. Front and rear Holley carbs: C4GF-9510-J, list no. 2868, metering plate no. 3563 with no chokes. Middle Holley carb: C4GF-9510-H, list no. 2887, metering plate 3673 with choke assembly. Aluminum intake and air cleaner top and bottom have been bead-blasted. Carbs are clean and complete and have good plaing, but will need to be rebuilt, $1250. 2) FE big block aluminum timing chain cover. Casting no. C3AE-6059-A. the cover has been bead-blasted, $35. 3) New ’65-’66 Aqua kick-panel carpet, $10. 4) New ’69-’70 Mustang/Cougar bottom door seal no. C9ZZ-6520272-A, $10. 5) New ’69-’70 Mustang Sportsroof headliner trim panel moonskin covers, $5. 6) ’70 Mach 1 upholstery set with both front buckets and rear seat. Covers are black with the gray stripe. John’s Mustang lists for @299.99 plus tax and shipping, $200. 7) NOS in the box, ’70 Mustang A/C dash vent, $15. 8) Used ’98-’01 Ford Explorer rear bumper with tan plastic trim in great shape, $50. Danny Alexander 903-509-4680 or e-mail alexfam@ballistic.com. 

FOR SALE: 1964 Ford Fairlane, 4 dr post, 170ci 6 cyl, 3 spd manual trans, white/light blue, all original, front end rebuilt as needed in 2000, local 2nd owner drives as work car. $1800. Call Mike Hutchins at 903-561-2061.

FOR SALE: New crate 5.0L HO motor, complete $2000

Alan Sorkey 318-868-0450 or asorkey@hotmail.com.

WANTED: Need 67/68 parts car. Looking for heater box, dash wiring harness, jack, etc. 903-509-4433

WANTED:65/66 power steering control valve with drag link and power steering slave cylinder. Contact Doyle Nelson at 903-63-5577 or e-mail joanna625@juno.com.

2003 MOET OFFICERS

President- Jim Voit  ------------------------ 903-581-9515

Vice President – Dan Hardiman --------- 903-566-4209

Secretary – Michael Stroup --------------- 936-462-7266

Treasurer – Donna Alexander, CPA ------ 903-509-4680

Newsletter Editor – Harold Phillips ----- 903-509-8212

DIRECTORS

Eddy Franks ----------------------------------- 903-534-5103

Mark Whitt ------------------------------------- 903-566-0569

Terry Jost -------------------------------------- 903-566-5459

David Hartsell --------------------------------- 903-597-3896
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