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MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT

Howdy - Four of our members, David Hartsell, Robert Owens, Mike Stroup and I, made the trip to Texas Motor Speedway for the SVTOA on track event - The Texas Round Up.  We had a great time. It was easy to see how much fun we were having by the grins on our faces as we climbed out of our cars after the first run on the road coarse.  Mike, Robert and I were in our late models flying around the track.  Robert’s ‘03 Cobra is an awesome machine and is every bit as stout, handling and power wise, as advertised. Mike was probably the most intense.  I was the flagman - controlling the cars going out on the road course.  Mike would pull up next to me, and while waiting for his turn, he would be talking to himself, getting pumped up for the next run.

There were 80 cars entered in the event and all were late models except one, David’s ‘69 Mach 1.  The late models may handle better than the old ones, but to me, seeing one of the old Stangs out on the track is a very impressive sight.   David was having a great time, running with the pack lap after lap.

Sunday David received a huge compliment on his car.  There was a professional photographer at the event, and at the drivers meeting he brought a picture of a late model Mustang.  In the background was David’s Mach 1. He told us later that most of the pictures he sold had David’s car somewhere in the picture.

I hope many of you will join in on the fun at next year’s event.  If you have both early and late model Mustangs, take the early model next year and when you’re out on the track, don’t forget to smile for the camera.  Oh – I forgot - you’re going to be smiling anyway – you’re out on the track flying around in your pride and joy.  

-Jim Voit, President  

OFFICER ELECTIONS THIS MONTH

Tuesday, November 5 is our monthly meeting for Mustangs of East Texas at Traditions on South Broadway in Tyler. On the agenda is the election of officers for the coming year. Coincidentally, it is also Election Day. Thankfully this is not an election with any mudslinging or character assassination but still important. Be sure to vote twice on November 5th!

Confessions of an “Early Apexer”

When our fearless MOET President, Jim “Z rated” Voit, cornered me one day and asked if I was going the SVTOA Lone Star On-Track event at the Texas Motor Speedway, I could see he could barely conceal his excitement. He explained that I’d get to drive my ‘98 Cobra convertible on the same road course that SCCA events were held, as well as drive a tough autocross track designed to swill your innards like a giant
centrifuge. When concluded by dangling the possibility of driving a few laps on the highly banked oval, the gleam in Jim’s eye was just irresistible. He set the hook and I bit—hard.
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In likewise fashion, Jim convinced Robert “390 HP/390 Ft.-lb torque” Owen to bring his sleek and shiny brand new ‘03 Cobra coupe to the track event. Jim joined both of us in his ’99 Cobra coupe Friday morning and we headed west for cowboy town, otherwise known as Fort Worth. Later, we hooked up with David “I steer with my right foot” Hartsell, who drove in with his classy ’69 Mach One early Saturday morning. 

We started the weekend with ground school. Chief driving instructor Jeff Lacina went over the basic physics of submitting your car to the extreme braking and acceleration forces necessary for fast and safe road course driving. “Don’t be an early apexer!” he warned us, explaining that the novice driver typically enters a turn too early and too hot and tends to go “agricultural driving.” This is an expression Jeff uses to describe car and driver to spinning off the track and tearing up the perfectly good, green sod surrounding the track. Jeff then gave us a detailed breakdown of properly negotiating a curve. He finished our curve negotiating seminar with sage advice, “Remember: Slow in—fast out; Fast in—SPIN out.”

I think I’ve got the proper mental picture by now, but my first time on the track proves otherwise. We all begin by following Jeff around the road course in the pace car. He slowly increases speed as we novices gain familiarity with the track and build up confidence in our driving ability. Turn number one is the hardest, because it is a 180-degree turn that immediately follows the long straight away. In my case, self-confidence carries me just a little too far and I enter that nasty curve too fast and too hot.

An adrenaline rush takes over as my car severely under-steers and my left two wheels eventually leave the paved track to spit up huge volumes of dirt and dust into the air. I’ve just boldly advertised my inadequate driving skills to the many other laughing participants. Fortunately I avoid a complete spin out and smoothly pull back on the track. I am deeply ashamed. I am indeed an “Early Apexer.” 

The next series of laps we novices are allowed to pass on the straightaway, but only after the car ahead gives you the signal. Instructor Phil Friggia hops in my passenger seat and with his help my driving skills will improve tremendously. He pleads with me to wait on entering turn number one until much later in the curve, and then exhorts me to squeeze as close as I can to the apex of the curve marked with an orange traffic cone. I miss the cone by at least thirty feet as my car under-steers and pushes me perilously close to that dirt patch again. 

I finally listen to Phil’s persistent urging, braking a little harder and waiting a little longer to initiate my turn-in. With each lap I get a little closer to that apex cone but Phil keeps badgering me, yelling over the howls the many V8 engines careening around the track. “You know, I’m gonna get you over closer until you knock down that stupid cone!” he chides. 

Of course he’s right and by the fifth or sixth lap, I actually wait long enough to enter the turn properly, squeeze that apex and barely miss knocking over the cone. For a split second I glance over at Phil’s face and he is smiling and nodding his head in approval. I regain my confidence, my lap speed increases, and think to myself, “This has GOT to be the most fun I’ve ever had with my clothes on!” 

Robert Owen fairs little better than I do, as he pushes his powerful new Cobra to the limit, using nearly all those 390 supercharged ponies. His 275/40/ZR17’s squeal louder and louder until they reach their traction limit on the big carousel turn right in front of the pit area where the next group of cars is staged. For some reason Robert chooses that spot to inadvertently pull a righteous spinout—WITH an instructor sitting in the passenger seat! Track boss Jeff Lacina points a furled black flag, signaling for Robert to bring his pony back into the staging area for “consultation.” 

You see, Jeff had warned us in ground school that in the event of a spin out, he would call us in for a moment just to make sure that all that adrenaline coursing in our blood wasn’t clouding over our better judgment. After a short conversation with Jeff (completely captured on video tape by our sneaky President Voit!) Robert convinces Jeff that he is indeed in full control of his faculties and was merely testing the limits of his vehicle—which is why we’re all here anyway, right? Jeff smiles and sends Robert back out on the track to try again.

David Hartsell was also doing a fine job keeping up with all the late model Cobras and Lightning trucks, despite his pony’s 34 year deficit in automobile technology. His steed definitely has the power, but lacks the finesse of today’s suspension and braking engineering. He performs a grand spinout in that awful turn one, and then another one later in the day in the carousel turn. But in his mind, the second spinout doesn’t count since it was instructor induced—from the passenger seat! 

You see, apparently David’s instructor didn’t understand that the grand old pony’s need for a different approach at sliding through the curves. When David was not turning tight enough for the instructor’s satisfaction, the instructor literally took matters into his own hands by exclaiming, “Here! I’ll show you how to turn into the apex!” and yanking David’s steering wheel hard toward the apex. When all the dust and dirt settled down after David’s “agricultural” driving experience, an embarrassed and apologetic instructor asked to be returned to the staging area. Needless to say David was rather relieved to do so.

Everyone enjoyed running the autocross track that culminated in both an abrupt lane change area and an emergency stop exercise. And when you got bored, there was also a 2003 SVT Cobra, 2002 SVT Lightning, and 2003 SVT Focus for us to test drive during our “down time.” Of course, there was too much story swapping to get too bored.

The following day proved to be a wonderful end to a terrific weekend. It included more road course laps and a three-car relay race around the autocross track. Each of the three-driver team members were required to sprint their car through the track to the finish line, park, and then sprint their bodies over to the starting line to “tag” the next driver in the relay. (Judging by my own performance, some of us keep our cars tuned up a little better than our bodies!)

The coupe-de-gras (a French phrase, which loosely translated means: “Hey! Keep your Mustang coupe off of the grass!”) of the weekend was when we all got to take three laps around the banked oval track. Even following a pace car at around 100 miles an hour gives an exciting driver’s perspective on the televised stock car races that are held there. There’s nothing quite like the experience of driving at a 40-degree angle, with the G-forces just starting to push you into your seat as you make the tall turn. 

And as quickly as it all started, it was time to go home. Somehow, driving home at 70 mph on the interstate just didn’t seem the same anymore...

-Mike Stroup, secretary

HALLMARK ORNAMENT 70 MACH 1
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Each year Hallmark sells unique Christmas Tree ornaments to dress your tree for the holidays. They have many different themed series which become a great collection for those who remember to stop in a Hallmark store and purchase them each year. One series I have collected each year is the Classic Car series. Our annual tree looks like a Thursday night Cruise Night with a Corvette or two, a 57 Chevy, a Cuda, a 59 Caddy and a 65 Mustang convertible. Yes, there is a Camaro in there somewhere too. This year the 12th Classic Car series ornament is a Grabber Blue 1970 Mach 1 which looks just like Danny Alexander’s but with white on the hood stripes. The detail is very good and guaranteed to dress up any Mustang lover’s Christmas Tree this year and for years to come!

-Harold Phillips, editor

GREETINGS FROM ROUND ROCK

Thought you might be interested in what your Round Rock member is doing for fun these days. In September I participated in the Heart of Texas Mustang Club all Ford show and won a second place trophy in my class. Got beat by a pretty face and all appointments necessary to catch the eye of the popular voting public!!! Catch my drift? However, I did make an interesting acquaintance whose invitation to an event is why I am writing.

The Baylor homecoming was this past weekend and I was invited to participate in the homecoming parade. It had rained all week and I was pretty negative about going all the way to Waco only to be rained out and get my car all muddy from the trip. Visions of the Mustangs Across America trip in 1996 kept coming to mind and I really was not too excited about going. But, a promise is binding, and I dutifully cleaned, shined and duct taped my windshield (a little trick I learned from a Ford engineer while on the MAA trip).

Friday afternoon the bottom fell out of the bucket and it rained forever. I was driving about 50 MPH on Interstate 35 going to Waco, trying to stay within the limits of my wipers and avoid the trucks trying to run me off the road. We made it to Waco in about 2 ½ hours, having to stop a couple of times to reapply the duct tape.

Saturday morning I had to be at the Alumni Center at 6:15 AM and I left our lodging near the Baylor campus at 5:45 thinking I would just cruise over there and have plenty of time. Unfortunately, I missed a turn and spent a long time “cruising” around at that awful hour trying to find something open so I could get some directions to Baylor. I finally made it to the campus about 6:25, but early enough to get a quick coffee.

There were about a dozen Mustangs involved in the parade, mostly newer models, but there was a 65 convertible, 69 convertible and my convertible in the parade. It was still drizzling at *:00 AM when the parade director told us that the parade would still go on and a decision would be made at the starting point in downtown Waco as to whether or not we would put our tops down. Again—visions of MAA trip reappeared!!!

My VIP was the President of Baylor, Dr. Robert Sloan, his wife, and two of his daughters. Talk about putting 9 pounds in an 8 pound bag. Never saw so many blankets, coats, umbrellas and bodies poked into a little Stang. The President and family were delightful people and really were appreciative of the effort to make the parade a success. We all squeezed into the car and managed to get to the starting point without any disasters. At that point, the rain let up and only a slight mist was falling, so Dr. Sloan asked if I minded if I could put the top down. I could not refuse, so everyone followed suit and all those new cars got their first baptism.

We had a great time parading through Waco in the misting, cold morning. Quite a crowd gathered and it was televised on the local Baylor station. Just as I was approaching the reviewing stand, my car started to act like the carburetor was loading up and it started to miss as I rolled up to the interview area, in front of all those people, TV audience, God and everybody else, the Eagle went dead!! I prayed to become invisible and a strong battery because I was going to leave it in gear and crank it away from the area if necessary. Fortunately, it cranked one time, ignited and we were back in business. Needless to say, my heart was in my throat for about 30 seconds there. 

Mrs. Sloan was quite impressed with the sound of the exhaust notes when I got it cranked and tried to clean out the carb a little. The people behind me were NOT impressed with the black, smelly smoke that came out.

All in all, it was a fun trip, albeit rainy and a little chilly. We went to Crawford, TX to see President Bush and look at the town. A really neat place and a very scenic drive over from Waco. Did not see the President.

I am still out of work but really enjoying the free time. Stay in touch.

-Al Dodson “Eagle”, MOET member in Round Rock, TX

THE EAST TEXAS CRISIS CENTER  
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The East Texas Crisis Center is a non-profit organization that provides shelter and assistance for women and children in East Texas who are victims of domestic violence. Its principal funding comes from donations from the community. 

For the past 3 years the Crisis Center has purchased a classic car and sold raffle tickets as a major fundraiser leading up to their annual Car Show. This year the raffle car is once again a Mustang! It is a red 65 fastback and many of you saw it last month at the Whataburger Cruise Night. The car will be given away in a drawing on Sunday, February 23, 2003 at the annual Auto & Cycle Show at Harvey Convention Center in Tyler. Past raffle cars include a 65 Mustang hardtop (which I now own), a 66 Mustang convertible and a 73 Corvette.

In the past, Mustangs of East Texas members have taken a large part in selling tickets. I have contacted Irene Howard at the Crisis Center and requested some tickets and also a publicity photo for my office. I hope to have a better picture for next month’s newsletter because it is a really great car. If you would like to participate in ticket sales please contact Irene at 509-2526 or e-mail eventsetcc@cox-internet.com. Lets show our support once again for this organization which helps so many in our community.

-Harold Phillips, editor

MONTHLY CLUB MEETINGS

                                                                                                                  Our monthly club meetings are held on the first Tuesday of each month at Traditions on South Broadway, Tyler, just down the street from Lowe’s and Best Buy on the other side of Broadway. The meetings are open to all club members, friends, family, and other interested parties. This is the place to come for help with your Mustang or to suggest and help us plan club events. It you are unable to make the meeting and have something of importance, please call one of the club officers listed on the back of this newsletter.
OUR NEXT MEETING IS SET FOR TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 5, 2002. COME AT 6:30 TO EAT, THE MEETING STARTS AT 7:00 PM. WE WANT TO SEE YOU THERE!

Mustangs of East Texas

Minutes for October 1st, 2002

The Honorable Jim Voit, President of Mustangs of East Texas, opened the July meeting at 7:05pm, in Traditions Family Restaurant, in Tyler, TX.

President’s Comments:

MOET President Jim “Road Racer” Voit opened the meeting by asking if anyone enjoyed the Fun Ford Weekend last month, and the usual speed addicts (Eddy, Gary, Mark and Craig) piped in that they had a barrel fun. They all marveled at how much torque and horsepower could be massaged from the venerable Ford 5.0 liter V8 engine. They witnessed many Mustangs so equipped that were capable of putting up quarter mile E.T.s in the mid six second range!
President Voit then asked if there was a report on the Mustang show at the Ford dealer in Bossier, Louisiana. Phil Lehart mentioned that there were over 100 entries, making it an enjoyable show.

Later in the meeting, President Voit welcomed visitors and new club members:

· Rocky Craig spoke of his aqua ’73 Mustang Convertible.
· Les Jeffcoat mentioned his ’84 anniversary edition pony.
· P.J. Moran spoke of his light yellow ’69 convertible.
· Amber and Travis Riddle shared that they have been enjoying their white ’98 Cobra Coupe (when it is running—don’t ask, it’s a long story, but fortunately it involves an extended warranty, so it all works out in the end).
New Business:

President Voit mentioned that the Shelby Cobra Association of Texas will be having another annual caravan event, should anyone owning a Shelby (Lindsey Bradley’s problem: which one to take, hmmm) be interested in participating.

President Voit also mentioned that next month will be the annual elections for club officers. Anyone interested in becoming more involved with the running of this wild ‘n crazy club please notify President Voit. (Secretary’s note: No candidates will be subject to scrutiny of their police records, so your numerous traffic violations will remain confidential between you and your insurance company.)
President Voit mentioned that the 100th anniversary party for Ford Motor Company will be held in Dearborn Michigan this year. Lindsey Bradley mentioned that if we drove up for that event, the Corvette assembly plant at Bowling Green was right on the way and offers tours. Craig Chesley (a recent purchaser of a classic Corvette roadster) mentioned that was indeed a great tour to make. Mitch Ardoin asked if a tour of a Mopar plant was behind Craig’s latest purchase (a classic Plymouth muscle car). 

Old Business:


President Jim “Whats-a-behinda-me-make-a-no-difference!” Voit (Secretary’s note: If you can tell me what movie that line is from, I’ll buy you a dessert at the meeting!) brought a video of the Lone Star On Track event held at Texas Motor Speedway near Fort Worth. The event was sponsored by the Special Vehicle Team Owners Association (SVTOA) and was attended by Voit, Robert Owens, David Hartsell, and Mike Stroup. The video included scenes from the infamous “Tag-Team Autocross Races” as well as from the Road Course Rally. Scenes of stirring action included David’s wrestling his ’69 Mach One around the road course, Robert Owens getting the “once over” from the track chief after his brand new 390HP Cobra coupe turned a 360 degree spin, and scenes of that incredible rookie race driver Mike Stroup in his ’98 Cobra convertible showing EVERYONE how racing really should be done (Secretary’s note: HA!!)
President Jim Voit adjourned the meeting at 8:00 pm.

-Mike Stroup, Secretary
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I would like to wish the following people a happy birthday for the month of November:

3  Eugene Moore

15 Bill Shinneman

18 Carolyn Hardiman

19 Jim Voit

20 John Blevins

26 Charlotte Azcue

26 Terry Blalock

29    Shera Duncan

SWAP MEETS

Arlington, TX – Nov 9-10, 2002, the thirty-sixth edition Dallas Swap Meet, at the ballpark. Over 3000 spaces filled with 100s of collector cars plus 1000s of parts! Info: Earhart Productions, Box 21202, Waco, TX 76702, PH: 254-751-7958 or www.deanearhart.com.

CLASSIFIEDS

The ads below are placed free of charge to all members of Mustangs of East Texas. These ads can be items for 

sale or items you wish to purchase, or ads for assistance or services. All ads will run for two months unless 

otherwise noted.  If you would like to place an ad, please call Harold Phillips at 903-509-8212 or Craig Chesley at 903-561-3200 before the 20th of each month for ads to be included in the next month’s newsletter.  Or you can write to me at: Harold Phillips, 729 Joel Dr, Tyler, TX 75703 or e-mail haroldbob@hotmail.com.

FOR SALE: 2001 Bullitt Mustang, Highland Green, Charcoal leather. 3.73 FRPP rearend gears, Pro 5.0 Power Tower shifter, MAC longtube headers (heat treated), MAC H-pipe w/cat converters, MAX Flowpath mufflers – cat back 3 ½” chrome tips, Viper car alarm, MGW Billet headlamp knobs, A/C knob, Billet speedo pod face plate, MGW “comfort” shifter handle, tinted windows (UMO), “Filter Mag” Oil filter magnet. All OE parts kept. MSRP $27,350, asking $25,000. Eric Dragoo 849-3479

WANTED:  Shelby Hood Scoop for 65-66 Mustang. Call 

Durwood Beach at 903-983-2210 or e-mail doublebfarms@hotmail.com.     
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Thanks for choosin” to do yourermsin withous
. Doyle and Karen Thomas





FOR SALE: 1973 Mustang Convertible, aqua blue with white top and interior, 351C Auto, Asking $11.500. Call Rocky Craig at 903-566-9213 or email rccraig@risecom.net.

FOR SALE: 1988 Mustang LX hatchback, 2.3L Auto, red with nice red interior. Front end damaged, not drivable. Good for project or parts. Call Frank Davis 903-629-4572.
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